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1821 New Beginnings
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Go to http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/aroundscotland/highlandclearances/meet_clan.shtml

Skip intro and explore 1821

Go to The Highlands

What does the Chief about the new way of life?

How does he spend his money and his time?

Has life changed for the factor?

How?

Do the factor and the chief feel bad about what happened to the clans?

Why?

What new information can you find out about the life for the chiefs in Real Life?
How else did the chiefs earn their money?

What happened to the population in the Highlands and why? From:

1800-1850?

After 1850?

Click on The Coast.  What were some of the problems the highlanders faced?

Click on Real Life.  How did the fisherman make their clothes waterproof?

What would the women and the children do?

Why would they fish for herring?

Why was life hard for the Highlanders in the city (also check in Real Life)?

Click on Life in Canada
What were the problems the Highlanders found with the land?

1)

2)

Why did they use wood instead of stone to build their houses?

How would they make sure the food would be available over the long winter?

What phrase does the web-page use to describe the Canadian winters?

Why did so many people get sick and sometimes die in the cities?

Complete The Ship to Canada.

Complete Write a Letter and print it out.

Complete the Quiz and print out the certificate.

Look at The Letter From Canada. The family owes money but is still happy.  Highlight the words and phrases that show this.

Letter from Canada

This letter was sent on the 29th of August 1835 from Upper Canada to Scotland. Here are some excerpts from it:-

Dear Uncle,

We received your letter and, at my Father's request, I send you these few lines to let you know how we are getting on in this remote part of the world. He is so busy at present that he cannot possibly get (enough time) to write a letter.

I was just paying them a visit yesterday. Father and the four oldest boys were all away about five miles from home, harvesting, so I just had dinner with Mother and the rest of the family who were at home. Then I went in search of Father who I had not seen for a while. I found Father, Archibald and George all stripped and reaping in a field of wheat, and Charles and Andrew building. They were all in good health and though they were working long and hard, the thought of receiving some money makes it worthwhile and keeps their spirits up.

The weather has been unusually rainy…so I am afraid our farmers will not be able to send much flour of the first quality to market…I need not, my dear Uncle, attempt to describe to you my Father's feelings at what you and other kind friends have done for us in sending him the loan of £50. He owed £23 to various people and I can assure you that this was unavoidable. The debt came about as a result of buying  food for the family, wood for the house, and potatoes for seed. Another payment for the land of £13 was due. So you can see what a struggle he would have had if you had not helped. He will just be able to afford a pair of oxen and a cow which will cost £20….

(Father and the boys) chopped 17 acres last winter and 2 acres for a neighbour in return for flour. This summer, of their own 17 acres, they logged and burned about 5 or 6 acres; 2 ½ of which were sowed with spring wheat which looks well and will be ripe in about 2 weeks. About 1 acre is planted with Indian corn which also looks well. There will be half an acre of potatoes as well. The rest of the land is planted with peas and turnips. All the stock they have is a cow and a pig.  The 4 oldest boys are now indeed real Yankee choppers. They have not hunted for any deer yet, but they can get plenty to buy from the Indians for very little money.

I must now draw to a close by saying that…my father is indeed a changed man since leaving his native country. These were indeed years of gloomy despondency and sadness, but God seems to be working with us. My Father wishes me to send you his best wishes.

I remain your affectionate nephew,

                  John.

Canada Ard

Listen to the song in Gaelic as you read the English translation.  Write your ideas about what the bold and other parts of the song mean

In Upper Canada there is every joy and delight;

 All requirements will proper together.

Wheat grows abundantly, ready to harvest,

 With only three months to bring it to full season.

Sugar may be gotten from a tree if a tap be inserted in its side, 

And not one of its branches damaged.

We shall have berries and wine and all else that we desire;

We shall lack nothing under the sun.

Young Father Alexander, son of Scotus of the banners,

The holy priest, was full of kindness.

Like a saint he brought us out so that we would be free

 As those who followed Moses out of Egypt.

We got farms of our own with proprietary rights from the king,

 And landlords will no more oppress us.

