       [image: image1.png]


 Emigrant Poem
This activity can be done by an individual or a group

Think about the life on board the 'Hercules'.  The number of people living in cramped conditions, the lack of fresh food, the lack of space for the children to play, or to get away from adults.

Close your eyes and imagine you are there, sitting on your bunkbed.  Is it warm?  Which country are you near?  How many people are around you?  Are they family?


What can you hear?

What can you smell?

What can you taste?  

Put out your hand:-
What can you feel? 

Open your eyes:-
What can you see?

You may have to try imagining the sights and sounds on board ship more than once - make notes of your ideas to help you remember.  Look at your notes and try once again to imagine you are there.  How do you feel inside?  What thoughts do the sights and sounds bring into your mind?  Do they make you remember other days, other places?

Once you have read over your notes try to complete the following phrases to make a poem about life on board the 'Hercules'.  You can alter the order in which the phrases come and you can provide your own finishing phrase.

I hear …………………………………………………………………............

1
1
.




and I think of ………………………………………………………………





I see ………………………………………………………………………………



it makes me feel ………………………………………………………….



I touch …………………………………………………………………………..

and I think of……………………………………………………………….

I smell ……………………………………………………………………………

and I think of……………………………………………………………….

I taste……………………………………………………………………………

and I remember……………………………………………………………

Group Activity:- each person try to complete each line.  When finished discuss and compare each completed line, choose the best, you may end up combining some words and phrases from more than one line in order to find the most interesting.  .  The finishing line should be a collaborative effort.

