Newspaper Advert





This activity can be done by a group or an individual.





Setting the scene


Place yourself in the position of a prospective employer.  You came from Scotland years before on one of the first migrant ships.  You have done well for yourself and are now able to offer employment to a hard-working highlander like yourself.  You require an honest, hard-working man, not like so many of the possible workers you have interviewed who are ex-convicts come from other parts of Australia into Adelaide looking for work, or you fear, some other way of making a living.





What do you need?


You need someone who knows about sheep, from lambing to shearing.  You need someone who can ride as it would be impossible to shepherd a flock of sheep of that size in the same way as in Scotland - walking with a dog and a crook.  It is too hot to walk for miles and the sheep station stretches as far as the eye can see.  The person you want would have to bring his own dogs or be able to train some young dogs once he started work.  It can be lonely, perhaps if he were married it would help.  The children could help out, perhaps his wife could cook or sew and knit?  There are many strange animals and insects in this part of Australia, some of them dangerous but you don't want to frighten off any possible workers.  Similarly the weather can be frightening, dust storms, long droughts in which people and sheep die, cyclones and flash floods, you needn't mention any of these in the advert.








What you have to do





Make up an advertisement which will encourage people to want to come and work on your sheep-station .





Draw an outline for your advert, you can illustrate it if you wish.


In creating the advert think about the following:-





What does Australia have to offer that is better than Scotland?





What adjectives can you think of which best describe the benefits of Australia? - Arrange these round the advertisement outline.


�
Begin with a phrase or something to make your advert stand out from the rest eg 'If you enjoy starving in a cold climate - don't read this" or "Are you hungry?  Are you cold and wet?  Want to know how to improve your life? - think of others








Once you have got the attention of the reader you must outline the job description.








You must state whether you want a male or a female and what age he/she has to be.








Do you want married or unmarried applicants?








You must state what wages you will be willing to pay, what holidays, if any, you will allow and what accommodation you will provide.








You may wish to add other encouragements to the advert in order to encourage as many applicants as possible.


 


