Agricultural Implements 

The Plough
The “cas chrom” (crooked foot) was a type of plough used much in the Highlands. It was very suitable for small crofts and on difficult [image: image1.png]


ground. Usually made with a piece of wood about  1.5 metres long with a naturally curved end fitted to a flat piece tipped with an iron sock like that on an ancient plough.   A peg was fitted at the angle where the head curves into the shaft against which the worker pressed his foot as he thrust the point of the sock into the earth and     with a jerk turned the clod. He worked backwards turning a succession of clods into a share. The “cas chrom” was designed for a man to use on his own but other ploughs needed animals to pull them. Often teams of mixed animals, cows and horses were used.

Peat Spade
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The peat spade has a small flat blade with a flange at one side. The length of the flange varied from district to district. The blade is fixed to a wooden haft by bending its upper edges around the shaft. The top of the peat iron was often ornamented with a sheep’s horn. The cutting of peats began about the end of April. The surface along the top of the peat bank was skimmed off with a spade and the peats cut along the face of the bank in oblong cubes. Once the peats were cut they had to be raised up so that the wind would dry them. Once they were dried they were either left at the peat bank if it was near the house or they were barrowed home loose or in bags. They were then stacked at the side of the house and used as needed.

Agricultural Implements 

1. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of these words

Plough

Ancient

Implement

Flange

Peat

2. In your own words describe a cas chrom

3. Describe how a peat spade is made

4. Write the steps involved with peats. From cutting to them being used on the fire. 

