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      DUNROBIN CASTLE

As you go up the stairs, what are the two main items on the wall?

What are the stairs made from?

Room with billiard table

Look at the ceiling.  What is it made from and what pattern do you see on it?

Before you enter the dining room look at the map.  Find the keep, it is the oldest part of the building.  When does it date from?

Dining Room

What adjective would you use to describe the dining room when you enter?

Where do you think the Duke sat at the table?

What is the cutlery made from?

At the nearest end of the table is a mirror shaped menu holder.  What do you think might be written on it?

How many courses were they going to have to eat?

Sketch the pattern from the blue dinner set. (In cabinet behind you).

What two letters are they?  Try and spot them as you walk round.

What is the design on the chair backs?  Describe it.

As you walk round the castle write down three other places you see it.

             (1)                                         (2)                                        (3)

Music Room

Look in the end case, you will see the mirror shaped menu holder.  What is written on it?

Move around the glass cases – anti clockwise – DO NOT lean on the glass when writing answers.

What was the Duchess doing on the 31st May?

Copy out the message on one of the embroidered bookmarks.

Moving round to come up other side.

Name a duchess who was involved in the First World War.

Look at the different seals, what are they made from?

What were they all pressed into to make a pattern?

Why would they have so many candle snuffers? 

Before you leave the room on the left in a case there are some bagpipes played at the battle of Culloden.  How are they different from modern bagpipes?

Breakfast Room

Look at the table two items are not made from the usual materials.  Which are they and what are they made from?

Suggest an idea why they would not use a silver spoon for breakfast.

What patterns can you see on the ceiling now?

Look at the large silver flower holder in the alcove by the window.  One person copy out the writing.

Others.  Write down what you think it is made from and what designs are used to decorate it.

Drawing Room
What do you think the drawing room was used for?

Look at the view.  Describe what you see and feel.

Why are ‘rugs’ hanging on the walls?

Describe the furniture.  Sketch a piece of your choice.

Look out the windows.  What can you see?

What animals can you see on the ceiling?

Library
Can you spot any book not written in English?  Write down its title.

What else was the library used for?

Who embroidered the picture on the sofa?

What do you like best in the library?

How many books are in the library?

What are the covers of the books made from?

Spot the picture on the corridor wall of George Granville, Duke of Sutherland.  (He’s the ‘mannie’ on the hill).  What date is it?

Ladies’ Sitting Room

What makes it look like a ladies’ room and not a men’s room?

Why to you think the ladies had a room to themselves?

Draw the different symbols around the ceiling.

One person write down the date on the letter, who signed it and what symbol there is on it?

When did Queen Victoria visit Dunrobin?

Green and Gold Room

Which birds are on the bedposts?

What do you like least in this room?

When you leave the bedroom you go into a smaller room.  What do you think this room might have been used for?

Opposite this room (behind glass with cat stickers) you see another room.  What is it?

What is the pattern on everything?

What do you think is under the wicker chair?

Sketch one item.

As you go along the corridor look out of the window to the right.  How do you know this is the oldest part of the building?  Name two things.

Which room are you in now?

Why do you think the toys are in such good condition?

Two people in group answer this one.  Which toys do you see that are like toys we have today?

Other two people answer.  Which toys can you see we would not see children with today?

Which toy do you like best?

Look in glass-case behind you.  What design is on the plates?

Any idea why?

What is the big book on the floor?

What large item is on the table (over in the right hand corner)?

How was this room lit?

Childrens’ Bedroom

What is the main difference between this bedroom and yours?

What do you think the wooden item under the table was used for?

What was the jug and basin used for?

Night Nursery

Write about one thing of your own choice from this room.

Seamstress Room

What did the seamstress do?

What is the design on the back of the cloak in display 2?

Which is the horse guards uniform?

Before you go down the stairs look at the large picture No. 334.  Who is it?

Look at the next picture No. 170.  What is strange about the painting of the child?

(Miss out Clan Sutherland Room)

Military Room

The flag of the 93 Highlanders has some battle names on it.  Jot them down.

Look at the medals.  Which one do you think was given for bravery?

Duke’s Study

What two things do you think the Duke’s Study was used for?

Look at the two busts of Queen Victoria as you go along the corridor.  What are they made from?

Small room on the left after ‘Victoria’
Whose room do you think this was?  (Clue – gloves on chair and box on wall).

What is the box on the wall for?

What might this person take to the Duke?

After leaving this room on the left there is a small painting of a party.  How would you describe the people at the party?

Before going down the stairs on the right there is a death mask.  Whose is it?

EXTRA

What do you think the people who lived here were?

Poor



quite rich                                    very rich

Which room did you like best?   Why?

As well as the ‘Sutherlands’ who else would have been in the castle?

Museum

Enter to the right.

How do you feel about what you see when you enter the museum?

Why do you think they shot so many animals had them stuffed and transported half way around the world?

What can this section of the museum teach us?

Going right and around balcony – around wall only.
Sketch an axe head showing how it is fitted.

What were arrowheads made from?

How were people buried 5000 years ago?

Answer the museum questions.  What do you think the cup markings on the stone were for?


Look at the carved stone ball from Orkney.  What is odd about it?

What might it be used for?

Copy one of the patterns from a beaker.

What have the museum put in the case to answer their question?  “What did people eat over 3000 years ago?

Draw one of the bronze items and label it.

Sketch a stone bowl or lamp and write the date it would have been used beside it.

When did people start weaving cloth?

Write down two items that were found in Carn Liath Broch.

Sketch a piece of Viking jewellery.

Which items come next that don’t belong to Scotland’s history but were taken from abroad?

Sketch a crusie and label it.

What is a crusie?

What size approximately is the largest key?

What were old locks sometimes made from?

From the weapons cases chose one item.  Sketch and label it.

Look at the rocks and fossils.  Choose two different fossils, draw them and label them.

Which is the most valuable mineral found in the rocks section?

Upstairs inside of balcony.  DO NOT lean on the glass to write answers.

How big is a George III penny?

Which coin is the oldest?

In the curios case there is an object that they don’t know what it is.  Sketch it.

Have a guess – what do you think it was for?

Choose something from the next set of cases that you find interesting.  Sketch and label it.

In the Highland Dress accoutrements case.  What was the set of three knives called?

What were the two small knives on the front of the sheath for?

There is a knife in a box in the case.  What is special about it?

How long is it approximately?

Move round until you get to the case with the death picture of Duchess Anne.

What do you think of taking pictures of people that are dead?

Which item in the case do you think mightn’t be the real thing?

Moving on. Name an item given to Duchess Millicent by a soldier.

Say why he would have given it?

In the next cases are items given ‘to the Sutherland’s’.  Name two of them and what they got them for.

DOWNSTAIRS

Look in the seabird case.  Which birds did we see on the sponsored walk?

Gently touch the item that looks like a tree trunk.  What is it made from?

What do you think it is?

Draw four different symbols from the Pictish stones.

Which fish is the ugliest?

The case of pheasants (above the egg case) is strange.  Why?

Draw one of the birds’ eggs to size and label it.

Why would people not have egg collections like this anymore?

What were the baskets used for?

What have some whalebones been made into?

Which small bird was shot at Golspie in June 1853?

Which kind of whale had been washed up at Brora?

Whose museum was this before it was opened to the public?

Which item do you like best in the museum?  Say why.

Which item do you like least?  Say why.
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