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The Gaels
The Gaels are the original Scots, they arrived in Scotland from Ireland about 1,500 years ago. They settled in many parts of Scotland – we can tell this by looking at the evidence of place names.

On a map of Scotland today Gaelic names outnumber all others by ten to one.

	Gaelic Word
	English meaning
	Seen on maps as
	Example of place name

	achadh

baile

ceann

cill

druim

dun

inbhir

tulach


	field

farming village

head

church

hill ridge

fort

river – mouth

knoll
	auch/ach/auquh

bal

kin/ken

kil/keil

drum

dun/dum/doon

inner/inver

tilli/tully
	Auchinleck
Balerno

Kinross

Kilmarnock

Oldmeldrum

Dunbar

Inverness

Tillicoutry




Look at a map of Scotland – how many other place names can you find related to the original Gaelic words.
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