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 Croft Life
 Life was difficult for the highlanders. It was hard for them to grow crops because the soil was poor and the weather was bad. They used a foot plough like this [image: image1.png]


called a CAS CHROM to turn the soil.
The highlanders kept cows, sheep, goats and hens. Each year they sold some animals to get money to buy food from the Lowlands. The animals would be taken south by Drovers to be sold.
The highlanders also made money by gathering and burning seaweed. The ash which was left was useful for making glass and soap.
Eventually the Highlanders started to grow and eat potatoes. A man called Clanranald first brought the potatoes to the highlands. At first the Highlanders didn’t like them but they soon began to realize how important potatoes were to them and they were soon being grown and eaten all over the Highlands.
Earning a living          
1) Give two reasons why it was hard to be a farmer in the Highlands.
2) What would the farmer have used a CAS CHROM for?
3) Burnt seaweed is called KELP.

Find out the steps involved in this process, from the CD.

4) Why do you think the Highlanders didn’t like potatoes at first?
5)  Use the internet or research books to find out more about the Drovers.
