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The Highland Clan
The Gaelic word “clan” means children.  Most clansmen were tenants with no legal rights.  They held their land in return for services and goods given to the chief.  The Highlanders were rough and lawless.  They were cattle thieves with no respect for the rights of property.  They spoke a barbaric tongue which no one further south could understand.  Also their garb was held in contempt - the plaid.  The clan system served the simple needs of a pastoral people.

Every family had their own strip of arable land.  All the cattle grazed on hill land held in common.  The wealth lay in the cattle, bought by dealers who herded them south along drove roads to Crieff and Falkirk.

1.
Who was the head of the clan?

2.
In return for land what did the clansmen have to give?

3.
To whom was this given?

4.
Name two adjectives used to describe the Highlanders.

5.
What was their main source of wealth?

6.
What was the “barbaric” language they spoke?

7.
What is a plaid?

8.
What did each family have?

9.
What were the drove roads?

10.
Where were the cattle markets?

11.
Name 4 clans.

12.
What word is used to tell you that the clansmen worked on the land?

