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         The Highland Clans

Read the passage then choose the correct words to fill in the gaps. Use a dictionary to help with meanings.

A clan was a community of people who claimed they were ____________ from a common ancestor. The word “clan” or “clann” originally meant___________ , and the clansmen were regarded as the children of the founder of the clan.The founder might have been called Donald, and so the members of the clan were called MacDonald or ________ of Donald, “mac” being the Gaelic word for son.

Initially a clan might be confined to one particular glen or _____________ but as time went on it might extend its territories until it controlled large areas.

A clan was ruled by a _____________who was immensely powerful. He was regarded as the head of the family and as the direct descendant of the founder of the clan. Normally he would be succeeded by his __________ son, but the new chief would have to show that he was fit to lead the clan. Once a chief was accepted, then the clansmen would be utterly loyal to him and at all times they would be ready and willing to sacrifice their ___________ for him.

One of the main tasks of the chiefs was to maintain__________________ in their territories. They held courts and inflicted __________________ on any clansmen who broke their laws. For serious offences they would even impose the _______________ sentence.


· On the back of the sheet list as many “Mac” names as you can

find. Write what you think these names mean.

law and order       chief               descended                  son               valley                children                       


eldest                 lives                   punishments                              death








